
Mapping Unschoolers

Here is the first of several different efforts to map out the elusive wild unschooler, using various 
proxies. This map shows the population density  of the children listed in the directory of  Growing 
Without  Schooling #15,  published  in  late  1980.  Thus,  we are  fairly  close  to  the  beginning of  the 
unschooling  movement,  and  we  can  expect  to  see  some  diffusion-distance  bias  in  favor  of 
Massachusetts. However, there is already a strong presence in the North-West, and to a lesser extent in 
the heartland. There are also two large areas without any listings: the deep south, and most of the 
Mountain time zone.

The second map is based on the directory in issue #132 of GWS, which I believe was the last 
complete directory ever published. The year is 2000. n=2348, and incidentally it was n=570 for the 
earlier map. The general pattern is very similar, except that the mountain states have filled in  
considerably. New England and the North-West retain their dominance, and Vermont remains the most 
dense state. The concentration of unschoolers in the heartland now seems to be more focused on the 
lake states. And the Deep South, once again, is unrepresented.
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And now for a new approach: Not Back To School Camp is probably the largest and most 
geographically representative gathering of unschoolers. It is held in two locations annually, currently 
Oregon and Vermont. In 2007, from the 249 listed campers (there is a small amount of double-counting 
as  some campers  attend both  sessions),  we can draw another  map  that  provides  a  proxy view of 
unschooling.

Unlike the families in the GWS directory, who may be curricular homeschoolers, the campers 
attending  NBTSC are  by  and  large  unschoolers.  In  that  sense,  they  are  a  better  proxy  variable.  
However, we can assume that the distance and chain-networking effects are stronger in this population 
than among the population subscribing to a magazine and asking to be listed in its directory. Happily, 
the two populations correlate at r = 0.81! We are, almost certainly, looking at the same demographic, 
and we produce much the same map.
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